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and**,* ^° n ^ t0 ^ g ^ 
^betweend^Corotherop^^ 

Masking tapes for such use are known in various forms made of foam 
matenal such for example as polythene, polyester, neoprene and the like. GB 885 660 
encloses s*ip of tape of square cross-section, which is compressed and then fitted into 
^kprovidedfbrsufc^ EP 0365 510 discloses 

stnp ofrectangufer cross-section as well as strip of circular cross-section with adhesive 
on one face of the rectangular section embodiment and covering one side of the circular 
section embodiment. * 

Widely used are strips which are essentially ribbon-like which arc readily 
folded or bent intoaC^ross-section. These ribbon-like tapes have adhesive on one side 
for attachment to the fixed structure. 

Despite the continued development of these masking tapes, problems are 
experienced in use. For one thing, they need to be applied carefully so as to be correctly 
posmoned. Often, niispositioning is not apparent until the door on other member has 
been closed and - worse - maybe not even then. Exposed adhesive, for another, prevents 
absorption and paint builds up which hardens into an edge that has to be rubbed down 



Hie present invention provides a masking foam tape which does not surfer 
from these problems. 



20/10/00 08:22 PATENT EXPRESS 90016517366495 



NO. 797 P005 



2- 



• ^ ^P^d end may be rounded or faceted. 

The invention also comprises a method for masking an un*^ 
opening having an opening member for ™ • S UOSeaIed autom ^U e 

^-lo^suZ^ 

not more than ft» n - ^„ . n liavmg a ^J* 01 dimension at least twice but 

***.*JZZll ^ ^ W ^ ^ ^ne end of it, el OTgate ^ 

ve for attachment at the opemng and being tapered and free of adhesive at the other «h 
around the inner edge of the open one™. ^ w ««e«ve at the other end, 

-thereof andcWtte^^ 

«na closing the member to position the projecting r*rt of the taoe bet™™ ^ 
and surround and. where n<«*~,~„ L « ^ 1 01 xne tape between member 

^ Becess *y> subsequently adjusting the said part of the taoe tr> hf , 

^whencl^ 

™tb referee to the tarf^ tovAfch:. 
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Figure 1 is a cross-section of one embodiment; 
Figure 2 is a cross-section of another embodiment; 



and 



Figure 3 is a diag^nunatic section showing a tape aceording to Rgure 

1 ™ position between a door and a door post of an 
automobile. 

The drawings illustrate a masking foam tape 1 I adapted for use in sprayini; 

automobile doors 12 and like openings to prevent nenen-ari™ r mspaym * 

^ ^ w prevent penetration of spray through he 

unsealed gap ,3 between door 12 and door surround (post 14. Figure 3). The tapes 1 . 
have elongate substantially rectangular wctions having major dimension A at leas, twice 
but not more than four times hs minor dimension B and having at one end i la of its 
elongate section adhesive 1 5 for attachment at the opening and being tapered and tree of 
adhesive at the other end 1 lb thereof. 



Typical values for A and Bare 25mm and 10mm respectfully. 

The adhesive 15 is confined to a thin strip along one race of the tape 11 
having the major dimension A. The strip may be. say. 2mm in from the edge and some 
8mm wide. 

The tapered and in Figure 1 is rounded, in Figure 2. faceted - generally, the 
cross-section is mat of a bullet 

Figure 3, shows how the tape 1 1 of Figure I (Figure 2 would be the same) 
15 BPpUed by aMaChm S * ^ ite adhe *ivc strip 15 around the inner edge 16 of the door 12 
so as to project, by Hs adhesive-free tapered edge 1 lb, around the door 12 beyond the rim 
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thereof and te door 12 to portion .he projecting par. b«w«n door ,2 Md 



surround 14. 



As there is no adhesive in the region where the foam is trapped, any 
nnspositioning may be readily adjusted by manually or perhaps automatically re- 
posmonmg the tape - modest finger pressure suffices, but, of course, a robotic 
mechanism can be trained to do this. 



With the dimensions quoted, no difficulty is experienced in bending the 
strip to conform to a comer. 
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CLAIMS 

1. 



A masking foam tape adapted for use in spraying automobile doors and like 
openings to prevent penetration of spray through the unsealed gap between door and door 
surround, having an elongate substantially rectangular section having major dimension 
at least twice but not more than four times its minor dimension and having at one 
untapered end of its elongate section adhesive for attachment at the opening and being 
tapered and free of adhesive at the other end thereof. 

2. A tape according to claim 1, the adhesive being along one face of the tape 

having the major dimension. 



A tape according to claim 1 or claim 2, the tapered end being rounded. 
A tape according to claim 1 or claim 2, the tapered end being faceted. 



4. 



5. A method for masking an unsealed automobile opening having an opening 

member for spraying, comprising attaching a masking foam tape, having an elongate 
substantially rectangular section having a major dimension at least twice but not more 
than four times its ininor dimension and having at one end of jits elongate section 
adhesive for attachment at the opening and being tapered and free* of adhesive at the 
otherend, around the inner edge of the open opening member so as to project around the 
member beyond the rim thereof and closing the member to position the projecting part 
of the tape between member and surround, and, where necessary, manually adjusting the 
said part of the tape to be evenly accommodated around the rim. 



6. 



A method according to claim 5, in which the opening comprises a door. 



